VARIANT III.

I. Read and translate the text in written form. Answer the questions after the text.

Scientific and technological progress

It's difficult to overestimate the role of science and technology in our life. They accelerate the development of civilization and help us in our co-operation with nature. Scientists investigate the laws of the universe, discover the secrets of nature, and apply their knowledge in practice improving the life of people. 

Let's compare our life nowdays with the life of people at the beginning of the 20th century. It has changed beyond recognition. Our ancestors hadn't the slightest idea of the trivial things created by the scientific progress that we use in our every day life. We  mean refrigerators, TV sets, computers, microwave ovens, radio telephones, what not. They would seem miracles to them that made our life easy, comfortable and pleasant. On the other hand, the great inventions of the beginning of the 20th century, I mean radio, airplanes, combustion and jet engines have become usual things and we can't imagine our life without them. A century is a long period for scientific and technological progress, as it's rather rapid. Millions of investigations the endless number of outstanding discoveries have been made. Our century has had several names that were connected with a certain era in science and technology. At first it was called the atomic age due to the discovery of the splitting of the atom. Then it became the age of the conquest of space when for the first time in the history of mankind a man overcame the gravity and entered the Universe. And now we live in the information era when the computer network embraces the globe and connects not only the countries and space stations but a lot of people all over the world. All these things prove the power and the greatest progressive role of science in our life. But every medal has its reverse. And the rapid scientific progress has aroused a number of problems that are a matter of our great concern. These are ecological problems, the safety of nuclear power stations, the nuclear war threat, and the responsibility of a scientist. But still we are grateful to the outstanding men of the past and the present who have courage and patience to disclose the secrets of the Universe.

Questions:

1. How has the scientific and technological progress changed the life of people?

2. What problems has the rapid scientific progress brought with itself?

II. Translate the following sentences. Pay attention to the usage of Complex Object and Complex Subject.

1. Substances are known to burn when they unite with the oxygen of the air. 2. I felt the wind blowing through a crack in the wall. 3. We saw the dimensions of the body change under different temperature conditions. 4. The people living in the north do not see the sun come out for months. 5. These devices are considered to be very effective.

III. Translate the following sentences. Pay attention to the tense- form in Passive.

1. The director was being interviewed when I came in. 2. The scientists have perfected the operation of this system due to the application of new electronic equipment. 3. New methods were developed as a result of this experimental work. 4. The ammeter is used to measure the value of  current.

IV. Translate the following sentences. Pay attention to the translation of participial constructions.

1. Electrons moving through a wire, electrical energy is generated. 2. A man could be seen advancing from the outskirts towards them. 3. He saw the car standing before the door.  4. All the necessary preparations having been made with utmost secrecy, the army launched the attack.

v. Translate the following sentences. Pay attention to the polysemantic meanings of words in bold type.

1. The obtained result is of great practical importance for the development of these systems. 2. The application of powerful outer space relays result in better communication. 3. Engineers achieved great results in constructing semiconductor devices. 4. The application of semiconductor devices results in better operation of this equipment.

